Running head: DISCUSSION 7 JUVENILE JUSTICE	1
DISCUSSION 7 JUVENILE JUSTICE		2









Discussion 7 Juvenile Justice
Name
Institution
Date






Discussion 7 Juvenile Justice
[bookmark: _GoBack]I do not believe in life without parole for juvenile offenders. A life without parole is like severe punishment for juvenile offenders considering that they are still growing and developing. As young persons, juveniles, despite their conviction into court, have more potential to contributing to the development of a nation than when an 80-year old is sentenced to death. Juveniles have the potential to become future business moguls and spur the economic development of a country, can become activists, and fight for the rights of the community and can become future leaders and spearhead for positive change in their nations. Sometimes juveniles may not be able to make sound judgments due to lack of knowledge (Elrod & Ryder, 2013). Similarly, young people might not apprehend the risks and consequences associated with certain actions, and hence sentencing them for life would be a lifetime punishment. Juveniles might not be mature enough to understand what might result from committing a particular act.
A life without parole for juvenile offenders might be expensive for the government. The government might be forced to spend more money feeding and rehabilitating juveniles. Sometimes the juveniles might get sick, and it becomes the mandate of the government to cater to the medication. It is easy for the government to provide for a 70-year old prisoner than it is to cater to a 15-year old juvenile offender, and this is because juveniles will spend more time in prison as compared to the orderly persons (Zimring, 2018). Another justification is that when a juvenile is sentenced for life, chances of rehabilitation are minimal. Juvenile offenders rarely receive maximum rehabilitation that can help them improve their behavior, and still, opportunities for self-improvement are minimized to those sentenced for life. If a juvenile has parole, there are higher chances that he or she will undergo rehabilitation exercises, and they are likely to receive training such as carpentry, masonry, and welding to help add value to themselves after they serve their sentence. A life without parole for juvenile offenders results to slow mental development since the juveniles are restricted only to a single environment.  
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